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Meanwhile in Istanbul it was becoming increasingly clear
that the regime of slave officials and soldiers could not last
much longer. A progress of ideas was taking place with
which they were unable to keep pace, and their failure to do
so was turning them into an inconvenient anachronism.

Sultan Mahmud II was not the first Turkish ruler to insist
that even the slave class should subscribe to the latest inno-
vations in military training and organization. But unlike
his predecessors, when the Janissaries mutinied he did not
quietly submit to their tyrannical behaviour. They were
massacred to the last man, and orders were sent out for a
similar purge in all the principal towns of the Ottoman em-
pire. When the news reached Daud Pasha in Baghdad he
at first kept it to himself, but at the same time ordered a
grand parade of troops in the courtyard of the Serai, with
the Janissaries in the centre and picked Mamluk troops sur-
rounding them on all sides. As a final precaution he even
had batteries of light artillery trained on them from the walls.
Daud then read out the decree from the Porte, offering the
Janissaries the alternative of enlistment in the new military
unit, or death, and, after a hushed and astonished pause,
the whole force threw down their qalpaqs and assumed the
headdress of the new army. The joyful occasion was then
emphasized by salvos from the guns which had been intended,
if necessary, to be used for another purpose. Yet even
this able piece of diplomacy did not appear to satisfy Sultan
Mahmud, for shortly afterwards an unsympathetic-looking
envoy arrived from Istanbul, bringing an order for Baud's
deposition. This undoubtedly called for more drastic steps,
and a dispatch full of the deepest regret and sympathy was
sent to Istanbul, announcing the death of the envoy from
cholera. Even Daud Pasha cannot have expected to get
away with this archaic foolery for long, and sure enough
a young official called Ali Ridha was now sent with an
armed force to supersede him. But before he reached Iraq
a series of appalling catastrophes occurred in the city of
Baghdad.

In the first months of the year 1831 the plague settled
down upon Iraq in grim earnest. In Baghdad Daud was
entreated by the British Resident to establish a quarantine.
But the plans drawn up by the Residency doctor were rejected